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Study aims

Broad and long-term objectives: 
To create foundations:

● - for capacity building of organizations (SCS) and of professionals 
- for promotion of the SCS Centre for Mobility, Training and 
Research and engagement of policy makers

Short-term objectives:
- Exchange experiences, knowledge and expertise.

● - Understanding the concept, structure and main goals of a SCS 
and its impact in adult education.

● - Review and gathering of information related to the practices, 
strategies and models of the SCS.

Main goal of the research is mapping the 
state of the art of the SCS in EU countries.



Overall research questions 

● What is a Second Chance School (SCS)?

● How can a SCS be characterized?

● Which learning methods, techniques and activities 
are commonly used in SCS?

● What competencies and characteristics adult 
professionals need to have to be successful in a 

SCS?

● Which are the minimum requirements to establish 
and maintain a SCS?



Research matrix includes





Study background
(significance and context) 

European documents and researches:

√ Leaving education early: putting vocational education and 
training centre stage", CEDEFOP 2016

√ Tackling Early Leaving from Education and Training in Europe: 
Strategies, Policies and Measures, Eurydice and Cedefop Report 

2015

√ Reducing early school leaving: Key messages and policy 
support, Final Report of the Thematic Working Group on Early 

School Leaving, November 2013

√ Day, L. et al. (2013). Preventing Early School Leaving in Europe –
Lessons Learned from Second Chance Education, ECORYS for the 

European Commission



Study background
(significance and context)

Second Chance Schools is a European programme recognised 
as being strategic for:

● Fighting against social exclusion of general population, in particular 
teenagers and young adults

● Reconnecting learners with educational and training systems, essential 
to overcome the challenges and problems mentioned above

● Promoting a positive attitude of teenagers and young adults towards 
learning, contributing to the reinforcement of the lifelong learning 
goals defined by the European Union

● Promoting the development of the “whole person” with impact on the 
acquisition of basic and key-competences, on strengthening the 
personality and on accessing the labour market.



Statistics on Early school leavers and SCS in 
countries of the partnership



Methodology

Desk research with field work, comprising the following 
activities:

√ Promotion of a Good practices sharing session, 
involving 10 members of the partnership;

√  Implementation of interviews involving 30 managers 
and professionals from Second Chance Schools of 

different European countries;

√ Constitution of a database of 15 strategic documents, 
to be identified by the consortium.

√ Identification and collection of good practices and 
methods (models and approaches) of the SCS – 9 good 

practices and 9 learning methods.



● The research tools will allow to develop understanding of a 
nature of SCS and its characteristics, which learning 

methods, techniques and activities are commonly used in 
SCS, what competencies and characteristics adult 

professionals need to have to be successful in a SCS and 
which are the minimum requirements to establish and 

maintain a SCS.

● The study makes it possible to create a database of 
strategic EU documents in the field of SCS and adult 

education and to identify a number of good practices of 
SCS.

● The evidence gathered will allows to develop a Framework 
and Toolkit for SCS and will foster the further process of co-
design of strategies and plans of accreditation models of 

SCS and capacity building activities (trainings and 
workshops).

● The study included a large number of stakeholders – direct: 
schools / adult education providers; experts and 

professionals; policy makers and indirect: SCS networks.



Study limitations



Ethical consideration 

● When presenting good practices and examples of 
the functioning of the second chance schools, 

situated in the separate countries, to observe the 
principle of confidentiality and professional ethics.

● In the analysis and presentation of the project data, 
the leading tone should be the positive tone, a non-
evaluation way of expression of one’s point of view, 

the emphasis on the facts and achievements.
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